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I believe it is time now for this Con-
gress to put in place legislation that
deals with earned access to legaliza-
tion, to be able to say that if they have
not committed a criminal act, that
they are here working, they may be un-
documented, they are paying their
taxes, that they should have the access
to being able to apply for citizenship. |
believe we should pass 245(i) to reunite
our families. And, yes, | believe that
we should treat all people with human
dignity.

And so, Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
remind my colleagues that we are the
people’s House. We should open our
doors to this voice and the voices that
cannot be heard or the picture of the
young lady that was shown to me who
is suffering because she cannot access a
kidney transplant, and she came here
as a baby and is still here at 21 years
old and dying with kidney failure. How
unmerciful can we be? And | would ask
that my colleagues consider a real im-
migration policy for this Nation that
deals with the security of this Nation,
the justice of this Nation.

And then might | say very briefly,
Mr. Speaker, we spoke today on the
floor of the House about an untoward
legislative initiative that would force
hardworking Americans to overcome or
to be able to eliminate their overtime.
| said overcome. | wish we could over-
come it. We won the instruction to the
Labor-HHS conference to say that we
do not want to eliminate America’s
overtime. Hardworking Americans, our
first responders, restaurant workers,
white-collar workers, people who are
putting their children through college,
the only way they do it is through
overtime. What an insane proposition
that we would even believe that is the
right thing to do with the economy
stumbling as it is.

And then, Mr. Speaker, | come to say
something that | wish | did not have to
do. That is to bring to task Rush
Limbaugh, who has been blessed by
being in this country, having the free-
dom to say anything he desires to say.
The first amendment gives anyone the
right. It protects free speech. It re-
spects sometimes hostile speech. Rush
Limbaugh decided that he had the lati-
tude to be on ESPN and to castigate an
African-American quarterback. And as
| stand here today, | insist that he has
the right to free speech. He has casti-
gated those of us in public life every
day of the week. He spoke with great
insult of President William Jefferson
Clinton. Not that he has no right to
say that, but he disrespected, from my
position, the position of the Presi-
dency. But what Rush Limbaugh does,
and what is an insult, is that he con-
tinues the stereotypes and stigma and
does not respect the human dignity of
all people.

Rush Limbaugh, | say to you, you
have a first amendment right, but you
have no values. You have no ethnic re-
spect. You have no dignity and no in-
tegrity, and you do not know what it is
to hurt people.
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All |1 can say is that it is time now
that we stand up against this kind of
bigotry and hateful speech, and I stand,
today, against it.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair would remind all Members to ad-
dress their remarks to the Chair.

———————

QUESTIONS CONCERNING MONEY
FOR IRAQ

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 7, 2003, the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. CUMMINGS) is recognized for
60 minutes as the designee of the mi-
nority leader.

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, this
evening the Congressional Black Cau-
cus is coming before this Congress to
address the issue of the $87 billion that
the President just recently requested
of this Nation to continue our efforts
in Irag and in Afghanistan. We cer-
tainly are a group of 39 people, and I
often say 39 very gifted legislators, who
are simply ordinary people called to an
extraordinary mission, and in the proc-
ess of doing the extraordinary, | do be-
lieve that we have become extraor-
dinary. And we have been consistently
standing up for our troops over and
over and over again because they are
our children, they are our brothers and
sisters, they are fathers, they are
mothers.

And just the other night, Mr. Speak-
er, at the Congressional Black Caucus
annual banquet, we were very pleased
to honor Sergeant Shoshanna Johnson,
who of course we know was shot in
both feet and taken captive in Bagh-
dad. So tonight we come to address
this $87 billion because it is our belief
that our troops must be supported, but
at the same time we are very clear that
we need to look at the moneys that are
being spent on what | would title the
resurrection of lrag after we tore it
down, and we want to look at both
sides of it.

In other words, we want to look at
the money that it is going to take to
support our troops, but at the same
time we want to look at the money
that will be spent, and is being spent,
for these no-bid contracts and for re-
pairing the infrastructure of Iraq while
the infrastructure of so many of our
cities and our rural areas are falling
apart. We want to certainly look at the
issue of schools, building a new school
system. And it has all been on the news
here recently, particularly today and
yesterday, about how the Iraqi children
are now beginning their school year,
and certainly we are a very compas-
sionate group of legislators, but at the
same time when we go back to our dis-
tricts, we fail to understand why it is
that so many of our children in our dis-
tricts are sitting in classrooms with
rain falling on their heads and trudging
through mud because they are in
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portables or they have situations
where they are in overcrowded schools.
So we question that.

We also come questioning the whole
question of elections. It is our under-
standing that a substantial amount of
money is going to be spent on making
sure that Irag has a wonderful election
system. And then we look at what we
just saw here in the United States, the
fiasco down in Florida and throughout
the United States with our election
process in the year 2000. And we be-
lieve, as the Congressional Black Cau-
cus, that we are asking the basic ques-
tions, the questions that anybody
would ask in any very serious family
matter. This is not rocket science
stuff. Questions like, Mr. President, we
just spent $80 billion. What did we do
with that?
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And can you account for that and tell
us what that was spent for? Questions
like, it is our understanding that there
is quite a bit of oil over in Iraq, and we
want to know simply what that money
is being spent for, because we were
promised a long time ago that that
money from those oil reserves would be
used to resurrect Iraq but, at the same
time, you now come to the American
people asking them to do it.

The other thing that we are certainly
concerned about is that we hear over
and over again that we are fighting ter-
rorism for the world, and we do believe
that. But at the same time, we ask the
question, if we are fighting terrorism
for the world, if there is going to be
substantial benefit to the world, why is
there not substantial giving or sac-
rifice on the part of other countries?

And certainly we want to know the
exit strategy. One of the things that
the President said when he was run-
ning for office, and we certainly hold
him to it, as the American people do, is
that he would never go into another
country, let our Armed Forces go into
another country without having an
exit strategy. We want to know what
the exit strategy is.

Then finally, and there are some
other questions that will be raised by
my colleagues, but certainly we are
very interested in knowing, how do we
measure success. The answer has to be
very clear with regard to our school-
children, and he has made excellent ar-
guments about how we need to measure
how our children are doing. That is all
well and good. So we come to the Presi-
dent asking him, exactly how do we
measure our accomplishments in Irag?

I am so glad that this evening | am
joined by my colleague who sits on the
Committee on Armed Services, the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. MEEK), a
freshman who is just doing a great job.
But the gentleman has an opportunity
to look at it from an armed services
standpoint, and | would like to hear
from the gentleman.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
thank the gentleman for yielding. | am
just so pleased how the gentleman from
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